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THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC AND CLIMATE CHANGE 

IHLADI RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

Recognizing with concern that extreme weather events, such as heat waves, droughts, 
floods, storms, pollution, caused by climate change, have severe effects on the health 
of the population, leading to death, poverty, migration, melting of glaciers, rising sea 
levels, acidification of the oceans, decline in biodiversity, etc. 

Considering that climate change mainly affects people in vulnerable situations, such as 
women, children, native peoples, people with disabilities, the elderly, and migrants 

Recognizing with concern the urgency of greater cooperation from the entire 
international community to take more radical measures to face climate change. 

Taking into account the need for developed countries to provide technical and 
financial support to enable developing countries to cope with the adverse effects of 
climate change. 

Bearing in mind that the Paris Agreement, signed at the Conference of the Parties 
(COP21) to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change in 2015, has 
as its essential objective to require strong reductions in global emissions of 
greenhouse gases, to keep the global average temperature below 2°C. and, if possible, 
to limit the temperature increase to 1.5°C. 

Recognizing that, notwithstanding the above agreement, it is noted with concern that 
maintaining the goal of limiting temperature increase requires a much greater effort to 
reduce global greenhouse gas emissions, and therefore countries should commit to 
significantly increase their projected national contributions to limit such emissions. 

Emphasizing that addressing climate change also requires the entire international 
community to deepen its agreed adaptation and mitigation measures, and in particular 
the exclusive use of renewable energy in its economy. 

Noting with concern that the five-year report of the World Meteorological 
Organization of April 22, 2020, states that the period from 2015 to 2019 has been the 
warmest on record, as the average temperature of the planet increased by 0.2°C 
compared to the five-year period 2011-2015; it further adds that this increase is part of 
the 1.1º C. that the planet has added since the pre-industrial era, that since the 1980s 
every decade has been warmer than the previous one and that between 2015 and 
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2019 heat waves were the most lethal weather risk of the period, affecting all 
continents. 

Considering, also, that this WMO report indicates that between 2015 and 2019 the 
concentration of CO2 in the atmosphere rose 18% compared to the previous five years 
and that the concentration of this pollutant in the first three months of 2020 has been 
higher than in the same period of 2019. 

Observing that although the Covid-19 has caused a huge health and economic crisis, 
one of the effects of this pandemic has been the largest drop in greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions on record, caused, among other factors, by the radical decrease in land, air 
and shipping traffic, the closure of mines, factories, etc. 

Bearing in mind that although the effects of the reduction in emissions due to Covid-19 
became visible in a few months, climate change is a complex process that refers to 
GHG concentrations through various indicators (including the planet's surface 
temperature) over long periods of time. 

Recalling that the World Health Organization has not only pointed out that climate 
change may indirectly affect the response to Covid-19, but also that there is evidence 
that rising temperatures and increased human pressure on the natural environment 
may drive the emergence of zoonotic diseases.  

Considering that the United Nations Report on Food Security Policies of July 9, 2020 
has indicated that Covid-19 will cause the poverty rate to grow this year 2020 by 7 
percentage points, reaching 37.2% of the population, that is, 230 million people; that 
extreme poverty will add up to 15.5%, affecting 96 million people; that the GDP of 
Latin America and the Caribbean will contract this year by 4.1%, which will be the 
largest economic recession in a hundred years, and that the unemployment rate will 
rise to 13.5%. 

The IHLADI has adopted the following RECOMMENDATIONS: 

1. That although the Covid-19 pandemic has caused enormous damage to the economy 
of all States and its recovery will require large investments to return it to normal, this 
should not be an obstacle for States and international organizations to increase their 
efforts to meet the objectives set out in the Paris Agreement. 

2. That the health struggle of States to prevent the effects of Covid-19 demonstrates 
the need to strengthen multilateral diplomacy as the only instance that allows the 
collaboration of the entire international community to face the complex challenges of 
today's world, for which the Latin American integration agenda must also be activated. 

3. That States and the WHO carry out continuous surveillance of infectious diseases in 
humans and, in addition, in wildlife and livestock, establishing early warning systems, 
especially those enhanced by climate change. 

4. That coordination between the relevant bodies of the UNFCCC and the WHO should 
be strengthened through the establishment of working groups and inter-consultations 
to take advantage of synergies on issues related to climate change, population growth, 
settlements, transport and pandemic diseases. 

5. That in the face of the proliferation of false news that has led to the development of 
denialist theses, both in the area of climate change and the Covid-19 pandemic, 
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scientific analyses of the facts and the contributions of international bodies must be 
reaffirmed as truthful sources of information. 

6.  That although it is true that the Covid 19 pandemic has caused the decrease of 
GHGs, it is estimated that this decrease will be transitory, so it is recommended that all 
States and international organizations should increase their efforts to make post-
pandemic economic recovery through the use of renewable energies that prevent the 
increase of global temperature, according to the objectives set by the Paris Agreement 
of 2015. 

7. That in order to avoid the trend of global temperature increase, States must make 
the greatest efforts to increase their nationally determined contributions (NDC) to the 
elimination of GHGs and to decarbonize, as soon as possible, their energy matrixes. 

8. That States must also strive to adopt measures to adapt to and mitigate the impacts 
of climate change, for which the international community must support developing 
States, both in technology, training and financing.  

9. That the States must renew their efforts to fully comply with the objectives 
established in the United Nations Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development, especially 
so that the developed States comply with their annual contributions to the Green 
Climate Fund, capitalizing on it as soon as possible.  

10. That States and international organizations have the duty to promote the human 
rights of groups that are vulnerable to climate change, for which reason they should be 
considered a priority in meeting their demands for services, access to drinking water, 
information, participation and justice in environmental matters. 

11. That it is recommended with special emphasis to the States that have not done so, 
as appropriate, the ratification of the Regional Agreement on Access to Information, 
Public Participation and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters in Latin America 
and the Caribbean, known as the Escazú Agreement, of 2018, which guarantees in that 
region the protection of people to live in a healthy environment and to sustainable 
development, in accordance with Objective 13 of the United Nations Agenda 2030 for 
Sustainable Development.  

12. That the international community should accentuate its efforts to ensure that 
women are part of the decisions and projects adopted to combat climate change, both 
at the national and international levels, and that there is, as far as possible, equal 
gender representation in the national delegations that attend the different COPs. 

13. That in order to ensure that all generations enjoy the human right to a risk-free, 
clean, healthy and sustainable environment, and bearing in mind that the international 
community has adopted a set of international conventions and resolutions of 
international organizations to protect and improve the environment for present and 
future generations, all of which are part of International Environmental Law, it is 
recommended that the law schools of the States incorporate the study of this 
important area of International Law into their curricula.   

 


